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THE 21ST ANNUAL KIDS OCEAN DAY ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEAN-UP SENDS A GLOBAL TEXT
MESSAGE FROM THE OCEAN TO “CLEAN ME UP” FROM TRASH AND PLASTIC LITTER
(LOS ANGELES – MAY 15, 2014) Nearly 4,000 Los Angeles students, teachers and volunteers are
participating today in the 21st annual Kids Ocean Day Adopt-A-Beach Clean-Up at Dockweiler State
Beach. The kids will clean the beach and form a giant text message from the ocean, saying “CLEAN ME
UP.” By taking a stand in the sand, the kids become voices of the ocean and teachers to the world,
raising awareness of the adverse impacts of litter and pollution on the ocean.
The day’s activities begin with a program kick-off involving City of Los Angeles Department of Public
Works Commissioner Mike Davis; LA Sanitation Assistant Director Adel Hagekhalil; Deputy District
Director for Councilmember Mike Bonin (District 11) Nate Kaplan; California Coastal Commission
Marine Debris Program Manager Eben Schwartz; Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education and
Kids Ocean Day Founder and Executive Director Michael Klubock; aerial artist and environmental
educator John Quigley of Spectral Q and students from Sherman Oaks Elementary Charter School,
who created the text message from the ocean. Students pick up trash in a massive beach cleanup
before forming the aerial art mosaic.
Kids Ocean Day is an environmentally sensitive event that incorporates composting, recycling and an
overall reduction of non-biodegradable materials. In addition to beach cleanup, students will compost
many of the food items from lunch, including vegetables, bread, paper napkins, cutlery, cups and
brown paper bags, which will then be donated to Odyssey Orchards, a garden program at Los Angeles’
Odyssey Charter School. The City of LA will help facilitate the recycling and composting of all beach
debris and lunch refuse. The human aerial art piece itself will be plastic-free; the image will be
stenciled with wooden paintbrush, reusable cardboard tubes and natural fiber rope.
“Keeping our beaches clean is a team effort,” says LA Sanitation Assistant Director Adel Hagekhalil.
“The City of Los Angeles works hard to protect the quality of our local waters—from our zero waste
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program that encourages recycling and reuse to projects designed to prevent stormwater pollution
from going
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into our creeks, rivers and bays. But we can’t do it alone. Kids Ocean Day is a great way to get LA’s
future generation engaged in a cleaner, healthier ocean.”
Kids Ocean Day is the culmination of a year-round school assembly program by the Malibu Foundation
for Environmental Education to teach Los Angeles school kids about the adverse impacts of pollution
to the ocean.
According to the foundation’s founder and executive director Michael Klubock, “Kids Ocean Day is
about connecting kids to the beaches and ocean. Our goal is to take the powerful message of personal
responsibility to the world. The kids are becoming aware of the impact their actions have on the
ocean. They see that plastic trash and litter is under the surface of the ocean and entering our food
chain. They are learning that what starts with us ends up in the ocean. Kids Ocean Day is dedicated to
kids teaching the world about the damage littering on the streets does to the beaches and ocean.”
The Grade 3 students at Sherman Oaks Elementary Charter School know how important it is to
protect our coastline. They created the CLEAN ME UP message from the ocean that will be
transformed by aerial artist John Quigley into a 4,000-person mosaic, comprised mostly of students
from 33 Los Angeles area schools.
The Los Angeles celebration of Kids Ocean Day is one of six in the state of California, sponsored by the
California Coastal Commission. More than 8,500 kids are expected to participate in Kids Ocean Day
statewide. “The students and teachers who participate in this program are leading the way to a more
sustainable world,” says Steve Kinsey, Chair of the California Coastal Commission. “They are coastal
stewards, caring for the beach and raising awareness. I hope the people who see their aerial art
design in the sand will be inspired by their example and heed their message: that our lives depend
upon each of us doing our part to help take care of the ocean.” The Coastal Commission coordinates
the program statewide and provides financial support from the Whale Tail License Plate Fund.
Kids Ocean Day in Los Angeles was organized by the Malibu Foundation for Environmental
Education, the California Coastal Commission, the City of Los Angeles, Keep Los Angeles Beautiful
and Spectral Q.
“The City of Los Angeles has been a proud partner of Kids Ocean Day for 21 years,” says Los Angeles
Department of Public Works Commissioner Mike Davis. “Thousands of kids have been educated and
brought to the beach because children play an essential role in keeping our local waterways and
ocean clean for future generations.”
To learn more about Kids Ocean Day, visit www.oceanday.net and www.kidsoceanday.org.
About the Malibu Foundation
The Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education coordinates Kids Ocean Day for the Los Angeles
region by giving presentations year round at the schools and organizing the annual culminating event
at the beach. Founded in 1991, the Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education’s Adopt-A-Beach
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School Assembly has been presented to over 685,000 children; nearly 125,000 have participated in
the annual clean-up. For more information, please visit www.malibufoundation.org.
(more)
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About the California Coastal Commission
The California Coastal Commission is committed to protecting and enhancing California’s coast and
ocean for present and future generations. It does so through careful planning and regulation of
environmentally-sustainable development, strong public participation, education and effective
intergovernmental coordination.
The Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach program is part of the Commission’s effort to raise public awareness of
marine and coastal resources and promote coastal stewardship. It is funded by the generous support
of the Whale Tail License Plate Fund. For more information about the California Coastal Commission’s
programs and how to buy a Whale Tail Plate, call (800) COAST-4U or visit www.coastforyou.org.
About the City of Los Angeles Stormwater Program
The Stormwater Program evaluates urban runoff pollution issues in four local watersheds—Los
Angeles River, Ballona Creek, Dominguez Channel and Santa Monica Bay. Each year, the program
collects thousands of samples from open channels, coastline and the ocean, conducting tens of
thousands of analyses used to evaluate the impact of pollutants on the City’s water bodies. City crews
maintain the municipal storm drain system, cleaning annually, on average 100,000 catch basins and
removing thousands of tons of trash from the City’s municipal storm drain system, which is
approximately 1,500 miles in length. To achieve its flood control and pollution abatement objectives,
Stormwater employs a multi-pronged approach, utilizing education, engineering, enforcement and
evaluation to ensure Los Angeles’ compliance with federal, state and local regulations and reduce the
amount of stormwater pollution flowing into and through regional waterways. To learn more, visit
www.lastormwater.org or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/lastormwater.
About City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
The Department of Public Works, the third largest municipal division in the City, is responsible for
construction, renovation and operation of public facilities and infrastructure ranging from curbside
collection and graffiti removal to maintenance of sidewalks, bridges, sewers and streetlight; provides
essential public services like recycling and solid waste management, as well as maintenance of
wastewater treatment plants to design of public buildings. For more information, visit
http://dpw.lacity.org/
About Keep Los Angeles Beautiful
Keep Los Angeles Beautiful (KLAB), established in 2007, is a citywide volunteer-based community
improvement and education campaign affiliated with Keep America Beautiful to engage residents,
businesses and local government in programs that prevent litter and promote the reduction of waste
through reuse and recycling, and beautification projects. Through public-private partnerships and
strategic alliances, KLAB mobilizes thousands of volunteers to clean up, beautify and improve their
neighborhoods, upholding quality of life and protecting community environments in the City of Los
Angeles. For more information, visit www.laocb.org.
About the Aerial Art
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John Quigley, world-recognized aerial artist, creates the image with the mission to “empower,
encourage and educate kids and their families worldwide, through music and theater, to become
actively involved in protecting our global environment.” Visit him at www.spectralq.com and
www.oceanday.net (more)
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LOS ANGELES SUPPORTERS
California Coastal Commission Whale Tail License Plate Fund www.coastforyou.org
Los Angeles City Department of Public Works Stormwater Program www.lastormwater.org
Los Angeles Board of Public Works
Keep Los Angeles Beautiful
Los Angeles Unified School District
Los Angeles County Fire Department, Lifeguard Division
City of Los Angeles Mayor & City Council
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
Los Angeles County Department of Beaches and Harbors
Spectral Q
SJ Linking Systems www.sjlinkingsystems.com
LA Helicopters www.lahelicopters.com
Western Bagel, Studio City
Starbucks, Venice
Trader Joes
Los Angeles World Airports www.lawa.org
Los Angeles Conservation Corps www.lacorps.org
S. Groner Associates www.sga-inc.net
A-1 Rentals
Digitcare
Waste Management
Sea Grant USC
Jim and Gloria Hopper
Gary Janke
Whole Foods Markets
Miss Me
Chase Bank
Plastic Pollution Coalition
National Resource Defense Council
Lisa Boyle
Artsygood.com
Sabina Cabe & Show Biz Kidz Foundation
Julia Holland & Eco Hero Kids
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